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Mr* David Treadwell 
Los Atigelea ^imea Bure ay 
1875 Eye St,, Nkf 
Washin^^ton, D.C. 

Dear Treadwell, 

You did not send the promised copy of your assassination anniversary stoiy. 
Today I received a copy, read it, and no longer wonder: I would not be proud of such 
a piece on such an occasion, either# 

The problem of living with a preexisting editorial position is not at all new, 

'• Some editors may even still be honest about it, as i^city editor was about 55 years 
ago when he handed a piece back to me and said simply, "Mr# Dupont wouldn't ntf** 
this." But in those days there sometimes were other alternatives, he suggested one, 
and before I was 20 I was syndicated in ^Sunday supplement# 

You and Ostrow, of course, have to make a living, and he has his own sources 
not to antagonise. Nonetheless what you combined to turn out exceeds what can 
reasonably 1)e attributed to personal xieeds# 

Because I do not much care about silly slurs I in fact welcome your collective 
effort and the changelesaness of the Times# Perhaps you may recall that I told you 
my work is a study of our^ basic institutions and how they worked - and failed to 
work - in that time of great crisis and thereafter# Your paper is a major part of 
one of these basic lnstitut*ona so the file for history la enriched and clearer# 

It exceeds your needs, for example, to lie and represent that all those who do 
any kind of research or criticize the official mythology in any way are "conspiracy 
theorists#" You know this was untrue# It exceeds your needs to lie and say that the 
Warren Report "has never been disproved." If this was careless writing and you meant 
only its stated conclusiona, still you and Ostrow lie# 

There isn't much point in mentioning other flaws# However, because of all the 
pertinent things you could have said about me you said only that I am a retired 
poultry fanner (not a former investigatLvo reporter, or Senate investigator and 
editor or intelligence analyst and not the one who has done what I have done with 
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SOIA, Certainly not the one whose perseverance resulted in the 1974 FOlA a m e nd i n g 
and the opening of FBI 6uid CIA files) » I'm curious to loiow whether this is your 
personal or the Times' standard manner of reference* Is it style to refer to 

wer as a bull merchant? A long list could be complied easily so comparable 



iUustratlona would be no problem* If they exist* 

We have many problems today and as I look back over many years it seems obvious 
that some exist only because the press has abandoned its once~great tradition* I4oney 
Can be made this way* publishing corporations can become rich and powerful and 
reporters can feed their families and educate their kids* 

An iin wi in ngnft aa to make ay living that way is why I became a farmer* I do 
not question the right of others to live as they like* But I do regret that with 
a year to go some are so andous to make it 1934 prematurely* 





